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   Chapter officers 2019-2020
President:  Frank Houck
1st V.P.:      Ken Schweitzer
2nd V.P.:     Barry Amole
Secretary:  Michael DiPuppo
Treasurer:  Jim Doedderlein
Directors:  Robert Gallagher  

         Chris Pitt
         Sandy Lopacki
         Vince DiLodovico
         Bud McCullough

      Rick Weimar

    The December 11th regular meeting of 
VVA 436 was called to order at 1930 hours 
by President Frank Houck, with 8 Officers 
and Directors and one guest speaker among 
the 22 in attendance. President Frank Houck 
led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag, and followed this with a moment 
of silence for our POW-MIAs. Chaplain Joe 
Crescenz then gave the invocation.
    In deference to the guest speaker's 
schedule, and due to the expected length of 
the meeting, a Motion (Schweitzer, 
DiLudovico) to suspend the regular agenda, 
bypass the formal reading of the Minutes of 
the November 11th meeting and accept 
them as distributed and posted on the 
website, was unanimously approved.  
   President Houck then introduced the 
evening's speaker., Ms Kim DiJoseph, from 
Stitches of West Brandywine, the local contact 
for the Quilts of Valor Foundation (QOVF). 
After expressing thanks and admiration for 
all those who have served, Ms DiJoseph 
recounted how, since its founding by a Blue 
Star mother in 2003, the national QOVF has 
created and provided over 200,000 quilts 
honoring veterans and military service 
members touched by war. She spoke with 
pride of the group of quilters who volunteer 
their time and skills to generate their quilts 
of valor (QOVs) which have become 
original works of art honoring those who 
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□ VVA Life Membership:   $50 (this is a new and reduced price) 
□ I served in the US military, for other than training purposes, between 8/5/64 and 5/7/75 
□ I served in the US military in Vietnam between 2/21/61 and 8/5/64. 
□ DD214 enclosed (Applications without DD 214s will be processed as associate memberships)  
□ I wish to join the Associates of the VVA. (No military service needed)   (No age limits) 
□  AVVA Life Membership.     Price based on age 
       

         Membership form

Regular 
membership in VVA 
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Mail to PO Box 189 
Phoenixville, PA 19460

Website:  Please take some time to visit our website which has been updated and modernized by Webmaster Phil 
Prinzi. If you haven't done so in a while, you will be truly impressed by the new look. As always, be 
sure to provide Phil with any constructive comments, and be sure to route any item for posting through 
Ken Schweitzer.

Newsletter:     Also, please send any items for consideration for publishing in these newsletters to Doc Maher at 
jmahermdmph@yahoo.com or John Morris vva436@gmail.com or and remember we are looking for a 
couple of volunteers to help with the orderly transition of staff roles in the near future.

Membership:  Please keep the following members' wives in your prayers for successful treatment and healing: Cindy  
                         Burns, Jan Prinzi, & Kathy Doedderlein. , To date, we have 141 regular members, and 9 AVVA members.
Agent Orange:   It appears that none of the political attempts to get the VA to undo the delay in BWNVN Veterans AO 

claims have any impact and so their AO claims should begin to get processed after January 1st, 2020. 
Best advice  for those affected, is "File!, File!. File!"  Also, the VA's attempt to add 3 or 4 more diseases to 
the official list of AO-related conditions (bladder cancer, Parkinsons-like symptoms, hypertension and 
hypothyroid-ism) continue to be held by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).  Be sure to 
check Maynard Kaderlik's AO/Dioxin column in the  Sep/Oct issue of the VVA Veteran (page 14).
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served our nation.  With the help of President 
Houck, she displayed a couple of incredibly 
beautiful samples of these large quilts for our 
members to view. She said these QOVs carry 
a three-part message from their hearts: (1st) to 
honor the recipients for their service and for 
their willingness to lay down their lives for 
our country; (2nd) to thank them for their 
service and their valor in serving the nation; 
(& 3rd) to hope that their quilts provide heal-
ing, peace and comfort, and that the 
recipients are always in our thoughts and 
hearts.
    There was a lot of interest in how to get one 
of these quilts started. The volunteers are not 
paid, but there is a cost for the materials and 
processing, etc., about $100 to $150 per quilt, 
some covered by out-of-pocket money and 
donations, as well as fees for private orders. 
The maximum size is about 90 inches long 
(one for an average adult is 60" X 80", and an 
average lap quilt would be about 36" X 36 to 
48"). Stitching is done by machine for ease of 
washing and completion. 
    E-mails  http://www.QOVF.org to request a 
quilt will be directed to a local Chapter. Her 
chapter is at 130 Jamie Lane, Coatesville, PA 
19428; Phone (215) 260-2171.
    Following the presentation, she was pre-
sented with our Chapter 436 challenge coin as 
well as a Michael Crescenz MoH commem-
orative coin. Visit the website for pictures.

Regular membership meetings are held the 2nd Wednesdays of the month, exclusive of July and 
August.Our next regular meeting is scheduled for January 8th, 2020, at the usual time and place (q.v.). 
At this time, no speaker is scheduled.
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the bearer's eligibility status (e.g., service connected 
disability, purple heart recipient, former POW,  primary 
family care giver of one of those categories, et al.). Call 
1-877-222-8387 (Mon-Fri, 0800-2000 hrs). Alternatively, go 
to http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, or visit your 
local VA medical facility.
Honor Guard:  ** All  November events covered in the 
previous newsletters came off very well. There were no 
new events since those.  ** Frank Houck  committed the 
Honor Guard to the Downingtown Memorial Day 
Parade, but because of a follow-up personal request from 
the Kennett Square event organizer, it was suggested that 
a VVA 436 contingent might ride in the open truck with 
the chapter's banner affixed. Frank thought it would be a 
good idea to have a "showing" there, too, and asked that 
any volunteers let him know of their willingness to 
partake in that event.
Old Business:  ** The concept of new Chapter 436 
business cards was circulated and discussed last month. 
Frank asked for any ideas for the design. If no new ideas 
are offered, he will use  "his creative juices" to generate a 
design. ** As for the VVA's "legacy" issues, a suggestion 
was made to consider disbursing  residual funds among 
such organizations as the National Viet Nam War 
Museum, the Veterans National Recovery Center for the 
Homeless, and/or  to help those suffering from PTSD.
New Business: ** Jack McFadden advised that the 
Urgent Care locations are phasing out weekend hours, 
and plan to close at 1700 during weekdays. ** Rick 
Weimar shared that the Military.com website lists info re 
discounts for military and Veterans on various items and 
events. Or, type in "Free Stuff for Veterans" and get a lot 
of info. ** Chris Pitt announced that Boscov's had some 
cases of socks available for organizations serving the 
needy. David's Drive and the CVAMC's Volunteer 
Services were two suggestions made. 
Of Interest/Good of the Chapter: ** Doc Maher noted 
that Boscov's will provide Veterans with a 15% discount 
ID card. Go to the Exton store and register on the 
"kiosk" (computer) at the top of the escalator to the 
second floor. ** Frank announced that the PA Vietnam 
Heroes have completed their search for all 3,150 photos 
and they will be posted on the VN Veterans Memorial 
Foundation Wall of Faces. Visit VVMF.org/WallofFaces.  
So far now, 44 states have found and posted photos of all 
their VN Veterans on their virtual wall. ** The Chester 
County Health Dept (CCHD) reports the Influenza 
season has started and is expected to peak soon, with 
two different flu strains already circulating (A and B). Flu 
shots can be obtained free at Walgreen's and other drug 
stores, the VA, or the CCHD. Get one if you have not 
already done so! ** The members donated $52.00 to the 
Chapter's General Fund for operational purposes.

www.vva436.org: for updates & meetings minutes.

            Address label here

Incoming Correspondence:  ** Motion (McFadden, 
DiLudovico) to donate to Susquehanna Service Dogs' 
request  to support their training of service dogs was 
approved unanimously. ** Motion (Cantone, Gallagher) to 
make a donation in response to a request for support from 
the American Helicopter Museum and Educational Center 
was also approved unanimously. ** A request from the 
Chester County Council, BSA, for financial help to replace 
cots at Camp Horseshoe was tabled for discussion at a later 
date. ** The Memorial Day Foundation acknowledged 
receipt of our recent donation. ** A letter of appreciation 
from Ms Meredith Ely, teacher at  Collegium Charter 
School, Exton, and accompanying creative drawings by her 
first grade class, wishing us a Happy Veterans Day. ** Lee 
Corfield advised Gary Schreiber of Chapter 948 passed 
away (R.I.P.).
Administrative Reports: ** Doc Maher summarized the 
financial information Jim D had provided.  Jim sent the 
official Financial Report for the Minutes directly to 
Secretary DiPuppo. ** Ken Schweitzer gave the SGOC 
Report for  Barry Amole who was unable to attend. ** 
Motion (Maher, Massaro) to approve both reports as  
posted was approved unanimously, pending audit, as 
always. ** Ken also reported we have a constitution and it 
is working well.
Education & Scholarship Committee: Doc Maher passed 
along Chairman Jed Burns' verbal report: Jed indicates they 
expect to start the committee meetings shortly after the 
New Year. He will  emphasize meeting with the teachers 
and said that they still need ideas for the essay topic for 
this year's competition.  Joe Crescenz and Frank Houck 
offered suggestions. Send any other  suggestions directly to 
Jed and/or Jim Doedderlein.
VA/Veterans Affairs: ** Wreaths Across America Day is set 
for Saturday, December 14th.  ** Doc Maher reported he 
was out to the CVAMC Volunteer Services program and 
has  taken and passed his registration, physical, and lab 
test requirements, and received his official Volunteer badge 
and ID.  ** Joe Melchiorre advises the AAA has some 
military discounts available. If interested, go to aaa.com/
military, click on "register" and follow the prompts; or call 
(800) 763-9900. ** Joe also reported the VA has posted  some 
New Disability Claims Tool Tutorial Videos concerning the 
new 526 Disability Claims Form. Visit Blogs.VA.gov/
VAntage/68101 and log in** According to the US HUD 
Department, Veterans' homelessness dropped 12.7% in 
2019, and is down 40.5% since 2010. ** Veterans can access 
their records by i-phone through the VA's Veterans Health 
Application Programming Interface (Veterans Health API), 
by visiting their blog:  VA.gov/VAntage/68016/ etc. ** The 
Veterans News Flash (11/13/19) contains a number of 
interesting  topics including updated info re trends in burn 
pit exposures, delays/requirements in access for 
commissary/PX access and obtaining a Veterans Health ID 
card. The ID Card is required for such access (especially in-
person access) and apparently is available only for those 
signing in and meeting the requirements; card must show
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